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FEBRUARY 1957
REPORT AND

MARCH 1957
SERMONS

..

HARPER TO BE NETWORK SPEAKER

SP'.E!ClAL
NOTICE
Since the new contract
with the network was made we ha-ve
been granted a new time of broadcast. By and large this has been
changed without too much difficulty. In some areas the station or
stations have been unable ot make the transition up to this time.
Several have written and a,_sked whether or not the program has been
discontinued. Such is not the case in the true sense of the word. It
tnay be however a few weeks before everything is in a state of balance. Some difficulty also has been encountered with delayed broadcasts. Time and space will not allow for a detailed explanation of
all the reasons involved in the upset in schedules and so we can
only ask your forbearance and consideration until arrangements
can
be completed. Thanks in advance for your patience.

Brother E. R. Harper, former minister for the Highland Church
of Christ, Abilene , Texas, who is now working with the Herald of
Truth program will be our network spe aker for the next few months.
We list below the subjects he will dis cuss week by week beginning
with the April 7 .sermon.
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28
May 5
May 12
May 19
Additional

You Must Be Born Again
The Mystery
Multitude
Asurance

of Salvation
Born Again
of Salvation

Blessings in Christ Jesus
How We Get Into Christ
Heartfelt
topics will be listed in next month's

Religion

report .

LETTERS FROM LISTENERS
We continue to receive mail day by day fro m p eople in many
places. These letters come from people in all walks of lif e. One thing
these letters
all bear out and that is that people everywhere
are interested
in New Testament
Christianity . Truly there is an
open door before us.

FROM TENNESSEE
Chattanooga

5, Tenn.,

Feb. 19, 1957
P . 0. Box 1858
Abilene , Texas .
For quite some tim e I have been meaning to w rite to you. I
would like to tell you just how much your progr am has meant to m y
wife and myself.
We both were members of another church ever since om· high.
school days. After our marriage
we both sang in the church
choir for several years . We were very active in our church work.
In the beginnin g of 1953, we started listening to th e church of
Christ pro gram after we returned home from church . I then bec am e
interested in the local church of Christ broadcast!!.
In October of 1954, my wife and I decided to go to the Central
Church of Christ here in Chattanooga just to visit.
A few weeks
later we were baptized by brother
John
T. Smithson, who is not
preaching
in Dallas, Texas.
It is tru e th a t brother Smithson deserves the credit for baptizing us, but we feel that the pre a ch ers such as Broth er J am es Ni chols ,
J. Willeford, and E. R. Harper on th e Herald of T r uth pro gram are
the ones who convinced us to lea ve our own chur ch and go to visit
th e Church of Christ.
We enjoy the program so much and try to influence others to
listen . We feel that it is people who are not members of the Church
of Christ who needs to listen.
Sincerely yours,
R. A. Wild and Wif e.

HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY

FROM JAMAICA
NEW TESTAMENT

CHURCH

OF CHRIST

THE

By JAMES

REDEEMER

91h Victoria Street,
Denham Town,
Kingston, Ja., B.W.I.

Radio Sermon

Rt. Rev . Francis Jacobs, D. D.
Bishop, Jamaica
30th January,

1957

Dear Brother John F. Reese
Elder of the Church of Christ
Abilene, Texas
Christ
I the above named Bishop of the New Testament Church~
the Redeemer, in Jamaica. A recognized registered Body, with marriage officers and ministers in charge of over 100 churches and
class houses. With burial
grounds
and Sunday
School and Day
Schools in Jamaica. We have churches in every parish in Jamaica.
We will be glad to be affiliated with your Body, as we understand
that you are one of the True New Testament
Church. Enclosed,
please find for your introduction a copy of our Ministerial Rules.
Hoping to h.ear from you early. If it's possible you can recetve
my invitation to attend our annual convention in July.
.
While
I am
Yours in the Master's service
Rt. Rev. Francis Jacobs, D.D.

FROM INDIANA
March 4, 1957
2625 Thompson Ave.
Fort Wayne 6, Inrliana
Dear Friends in Faith:
The Highland Church of Christ
Fifth and Highland
May God's blessings be yours is our prayer.
My question is:
Vlhat would one hundred booklets cost? What is the church of Christ?
I would like to ge t one hundred booklets, to give to my friends and
to the leaders of our church. We are by name th e Apostolic Christian
Church. We have fifty.three congregations in America. I have long.
ed and wished and prayed for just such a church as you have that
would strictly follow and obey Christ's teaching. I believe that you
could be a help to us, our church, and we could be a help to you.
I refer you to Proverbs Ch. 11-8-14: What is the Church of Christ,
by Don H. Morris. I would like one hundred of them. Give me price,
please. If we can unite our church and yours, we have $500.00 to put
into it.
Love and Greetings to all.
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel H. Blume
Please find enclosed pictures, one for Jam es D. Willeford and
the director and whom you wish to give the oth er.

• I
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We have all heard it said that "Honesty is the best policy," but
to the Christian honesty is the only policy. The man who is honest
only because it is the best policy is no better than a rogue. Such
a person will obey the law just so far as to escape the jail or the
loss of reputation, and the same policy will lead him to any wrong
that cannot be reached.
When the apostle Paul said, "Provide for things honest in the
sight of all men," he did not mean merely that Christians were not
to be thieves or cheats. The original word which he used, implies all
moral beauty, all spiritual nobleness.
It meant a man as he should
be, sincere, upright, just, fair in dealing. It meant one who is or,posed
to petty tricks and to sharp practices.
It meant one who welcomes
the sunlike scrutiny of God's eternal eye.
An honest man is inflexible in his hatred of any graft or guile;
in loyalty to the least claim of conscience; in a verbal bargain as
in a written bond; in a penny as in a million; in all the nice relations
which do not come within the letter, but are the essential aim of
justice .
Honesty lives in one's soul. It is a fine instinct to do the right
thing, the honorable thing, in every situation in life. The strictly
honest person looks upon his privileges and advantages
in life as
obligations to helpfulness and service.
A few years ago a scholar put to more than a score of men the
direct question: What do you consider the chief need of the present
day? The men were all eminent in their fields-political,
legal, mediIt was startling to have them all give the same
cal and commercial.
reply, without the slightest knowledge that others were being asked.
The mayor of the second largest city in the country worded his reply
most tersely: "The need of the present day is just common honesty'."
Another man, who was asked this question, answered, "The trouble today is not infidelity but unfidelity, a slack sense of personal obliga.
tion."
We regret to say that, by the Lord's standard of honesty, there
are few honest men. You recall how Diogenes went around with a
lantern in the daytime, searching for an honest man, and how Pope
declared that "An honest man's the noblest work of God." Is, then,
.strict honesty so rare a virtue?
"Do not send me away, I do so live honestly!" .cried the scheming
beggar to Gerard , in "Cloister and Hearth."
"Thou love honesty!"
5
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returned
Gerard, in astonishment
mi,gl ed v,it h rebuke .
"Aye,"
answered the villain; "Not to enact it-the
saints forbid! But to look
on. . . . 'Tis so fair a thing to look on."
We all agree that strict honesty is fair to look upon, but do
we always practice it? Surely no one of us woul d deliberately
break
the commandment
against stealing, but there are "Fifty-seven
varieties" of dishonesty, and perhaps we are not so strictly honest as we
suppose.
Do not misunderst a nd us. We are not of those who cry that
there are no more honest men, that business
and government
are
"\Ve b elieve that many office holders are honest
rotten at he a rt.
both in personal character
and in regard for the rights of th e people .
We believe there is a great body of men high in public life against
whom no fair charge can be brought.
Recent investigations
reve a l
much evil, but they also reveal the soundness
of heart of the rank
and file of men. But after a firm believer in his fellows has s ai d
his stronest
word, there remains the reigning sin of dishonesty
in
things large and small.
Yes, the thing that is lacking is old-fashioned
honesty . Peopl e
are greedy and are seeking the short cut to wealth, a path always
full of pitfalls.
A man from the country usually comes to the city
honest. He soon finds a great demand on his pocketbook.
Things
which were luxuries in a village appear necessities
in a large city.
He soon begins to do little things which are dishonest but which he
sees others doing. H~ gets caught in the rush and hardly notices
that he is doing them.
But he is dishonest nonetheless.
And God has decreed that dishonesty
shall bring us misery and
unhappiness.
Ill-gotten gains never prosper.
Nothing is more certain than God's decree that "the robbery of the wicked shall destroy
them;"
(Proverbs
21: 7) that "the getting of treasureiil by a lying
tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro by them that seek death;"
(Proverbs 21:6) that "treasures
of wickedness
profit nothing;"
(Proverbs
his own house;"
10:2) that "he who fa g·reedy of gain troubleth
sitteth upon eggs and hatch(Proverbs 15: 27) that "As the partridge
eth them not, so he that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave
them in the midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool" (Jeremiah 17:11).
"Who shall abide in Thy tabernacle,"
David asked the Lord, and
then he answers, "he that walketh uprightly, and speaketh the truth; ·
he that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not; he that .putteth
not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent"
(Psalms
15) . These moral principles
were a part of the Law of
Moses, and they are also a part of the Law of Christ . It is honesty
in the warehouse,
the market, and on the farm, which in a day like
ours of reckless enterprise,
is needed to save society from its vices.
But honesty must be more than skin deep; it must be more than
veneer. A few years ago a penitentiary
warden told of a convict,
whose story is illuminating
on this point. The man had been arrested
for stealing a hundred thousand dollars. , He fought the charge, but
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was found guilty.
His term was a long one, but he was an exemplary prisoner, and so it was shortened.
As he took advantage
of the
shorter term which his good behavior had brought him, he began to ·
plan life after his release.
He told the warden he meant to settle
down and be an honest man.
The past was gone; he said, and he .
wanted to find some good business opening where he could liv e down
As he unfolded his plans, the warden said,
his reputation as a thief.
"Yes, that would be fine, but where can you get the money to be- ·
gin the enterprise?"
"Well," he replied, "of course I have the hundred
thousand I was put in here for." "You have?" exclaimed the warden,
"you should return it." "Return it? What have I been in here all these
years for?" the inmate asked.
He had come to feel that the punish ment blotted out the crime.
That the inherent
dishonesty
of his
heart was still there, he could not be brought to see. And so it is with many of us, we fear!
But there are some in our day who excuse their dishonesty
by
saying that it is impossible to be strictly honest in this day of keen
business competition,
and of government
red tape.
Has it come to
this, that it is impossible for a business man to be both honest and
successful-for
that is what a statement
of this kind means, if it
means anything at all. We decline . to believe it. There have been,
who have refused
to bow the knee
and there still are thousands
to the Baal of trickery
and fraud.
Yet suppose the choice has to be made-that
the only alternatives .
that face a man are ruin or dishonesty-what
then?
I do not want
to speak li gh tly of the temptations
that come to some of you, but I
know that your conscience is with me when I say that a Christian
to make
cannot he;;itate in making his choice. It is not necessary
mone y, but it is necessary to do what is right in the sight of God .
You had better dig ditches for your daily bread than to be dishonest.
Money you can get, and get easily, if you are prepared to act upon
t he wicked adage that says, "Get money, get it honestly if you can,
but-get
111oney." However, if you follow this adage all your days
fo ur epitaph may read like that of the man in the Bible who left
this world, his pockets bursting with yellow gold, but across his life
God wrote, "Thou fool."
It is perfectly certain that the1;e is a judgment which overtakes
fraud in the end, and we pray that you will not have to fac e God
It is not always easy to be
with dirty hands and a dishonest heart.
strictly honest, but should an individual suffer here or there for his
exceptional
integrity,
the slow working
laws of righteousness,
by
in ·
which Almighty God rules, will bring him splendid compensation
the long run.
If we would call ourselves
Christians
at all let us
be at least and at every cost scrupulously
honest-avoiding
the subtle
indirect fraud, known ;is sharp practice, no less than barefaced theft. ,
In view · of God's warnings and the blessings of honesty it
s eem that all men would be honest.
And yet they are not.
you ever wondered why men are dishonest, why they steal?
steal because it is fascinating.
I doubt if we have ever really
that theft
sidered just how fascinating
it is. It is estimated

would .,
Have
They
concosts
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the United States more than ten billions of dollars every year. Any
practice that can command so much money must have a powerful
appeal.
"Stealing is fascinating because it is one way of getting some thing that we are eager to possess.
Many of us take pride in wanting what we want when we want it. We cannot be bothered by resisting our desires. Here is a bank, for instance. In that bank is
money, a vast sum. We desire to possess that money for ourselves.
We feel that, if it were only ours, it would mean high-powered cars.
It would mean freedom from toil.
It would minister to our pride .
It would bring us power. So compelling is the spell that this mone y
casts upon us that we rob the bank" (Ten Rules For Living, by Clovis
Chappell, p. 118).
Then stealing ls tremendously fascinating because it is not onl y
a way of getting something that we desire, but of getting that som ething for nothing. There is no measuring the fascination that the pros.
pect of getting something for nothing has on certain types of ~en
and women. Often we will gladly pay twice as much for an arti cle
as it is worth because we think we are getting something for nothing . Barnum said long ago that the American people like to be
humbugged. He need not have limited himself to the Amercian peopl e.
It would seem that this is a characteristic
of the race . The countless millions of skin-games that have been played upon humanity
throu gh the centuries are an evidence of our eagerness to get some .
thing for nothing.
Stealing is fascinating to many because it ministers to our conceit. Here the thief and the gambler are alike . The successful thief
as the successful gambler, is usually a confirmed egotist.
By outsharping his fellows, he has, in a sense, put them in their place. By
getting values for nothin g for whi .ch others have to sweat , ?e h:t s
shown his superiority.
He ca n drive high-powered cars with lil y
white hands , while others, poor nitwits, have to sweat and get the
palms of their hands calloused in order to have such privileges. Of
course, many thieves have been caught, but not he. He knows more
than all others that have gone before.
In fact, wisdom will perish
with his bones . No wonder he swaggers.
Some thieves try to justify their stealing by asking, "Does not
the world owe a man his livin g, and can it be a crime to t ake that
which is his own?" The question ls a plausible one to many . "Aft er
all," they say, "men come into this world not of their own will and
choice. They are not consulted beforehand . When they are here, it
is necessary to stay. Something is needed to keep them while they
,stay, and it would therefore .seem right and reasonable to say that
the world owes every man his living."
We insist that this is the question of tramps, beggars , and vagrants. Although the question seems to be fair and reasonable, it is
neith er fair nor r easonab le , and it contains a hurtful fallacy. Many
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things come into the world that fail to get a living and are not able
to stay. The waste of life is enormous. Each man must show cause
why he deserves to survive.
It is unsound reasoning to say that the world owes every man
his living; but it is a truth to say that the world owes every man
a fair chance to earn his living. The rewards come sure and soon
to good and faithful servants . He who has shall have more abundantly. Payment is made for service rendered. The earth yields Il:othing to the idle and lazy farmer, but brings forth richly and lavishly
for the industrious and capable farmer.
"In the sweat of thy br_ow
shalt thou eat bread," is heaven's decree.
He who seeks to hve
on the labor of his own diligent hands will live and live well; ~ut he
who seeks to live on the labor of other hands, and to get what 1s not
his own, will find that the world owes no man a liv ing till h h as
earned it.

The truth is that every man owes himself a 'living -a generous
living; a living for body and soul, for mind, spirit, will, and hea:t;
a living for the whole man. 'He owes himself all that makes h~e
sweet and pleasant.
This much he has a right to own and control, 1f
he earns it. It is an inborn and imperishable right, a nd it is pro.
tected by a divine decree: "Thou shalt not steal."
J3ut perhaps the .strongest re ason of all for stealin g is the ~ust
of possession or covetousness.
The word "covet" means: "To desire;
to long for; to crave, especially something belonging to another person." Stealing is so common because there is always so meone who
want.s what belongs to another.
God condemns the de sire because
it is the root of the crime. Covetousness is sin beca use it cr eates the
will to steal. The commands, "Thou shalt not steal," and "Thou shalt
not covet" go together . One forbids our taking that to which we
have no right, a nd the other forbids our desiring th a t to which we
have no right.
Covetousness and the love of money are the same.
The New Testament of our Lord says the love of mone y is the root
of all kinds of evil . It separates families, creates feuds , underm ines
government,
betray s womanhood,
a nd puts dynamite
und er the
de.sire for something
broth er hood of man . It is this overmastering
whi ch belongs to another th at leads men to steal.
But if we would be faithful Christians we must r ead the eighth
commandment under a new light . It was suffi cient und er the Law
of Moses to say, "Thou shalt not steal," but Christ's law emphasizes
the positive. It says, "Let no man seek his own, but each his neigh.
bor's good" (I Corinthians 10:24).
The brotherly love which cares
for a neighbor's good alongside of one's own and as one 's own, is
the sole cure for dishonorable dealing in every form. Are we members one of a nother?
Do we love our neighbor as ours elves ? Have
we learned the "golden rule?"
Are we baptized into the spirit of
One who did not come to please Himself, but to save His brother's
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life?
Then, so far from scheming to draw our neighbor 's mon ey,
by hook or by crook, into our own till, we shall carry even into business that noble righteousness which leans to the .side of charity.
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focus of the universe , it bids all life circle ,around and submit to th e
attraction of the Sun of Righteousnes s. If we seek the true wealth,
if our treasure be in Heaven, we shall not be tempted to be dishonest.

Our Lord aims much higher than the negative command, "Thou
shalt not steal."
He says, "Give to him that asketh thee" (Matthew
5: 42). "Charge them that are rich in this world ....
that they be rich
in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate"
(I Tim ,
othy 6: 17, 18). "Let him that stole steal no mor e: but rather let
him labor, working with his hands the thing that is good, that h e
may have to give to him that needeth" (Fjphesians 4:28).

Will you this day set your affections on thin gs ab ove, through
faith in Christ, repentan ce from sin, and immersion into the Lord's
spiritual body? Will you surrender to the will of our Lord while we
sing.

When the Lord handles the thief, He tells him first to labor that h e
m ay have ; the possession of property is essential to trainin g his con science in responsibility. An d second, he is to labor to h ave that he
ma y give to him that is in need. The former thief's training is not
complete until he is serving the brotherhood.

FORMS OF STEALING

Mark well the antithesis in this Scripture. On the one side, stealing, the false method of possession; on the other, working and giving,
the true methods. This is a drawing of the line with great definit eness .
According to this , all property which has not been obtained by working or by giving, is stolen property. Every item possessed has either
been bestowed as a gift, or worked for, or stolen .

.

But the New Testament carries the ,idea further, and lays upon
the strong the burden of the weak, declaring that property is to be
gained by work, not merely that it may be 'Possessed, but that the
surplus may be given to the disabled brother by the way, who has
lost his power to work, and yet may not steal.
There is no bett er service rendered to the race of
example of clear,-sunclear
- honesty . There are some
will never be wealthy, and who will never be known in
of people, but you will leave a goodly heritage in the
for they will count you honest men. They will know
hands the affairs of others will be safe; they will know
be tru ste d.

men than the
of you who
a wide circle
eyes of men,
that in your
that you can

Others of you will be wealthy.
God bless you in it, but do you
see to it that your wealth comes to you with no stain on it, and
that it goes down to your heirs unstained.
Let it be said of you that
you were one man picked out of a thousand.
The greatest guarantee of honesty is personal obedience to God's
word. For on every one of its sacred pages ithe Bible endeavors to
shift the center of gravity of man's nature from selfishness to love ,
from man to God, from time to eternity, from earth to heaven. · Instead of regarding the perishing world and the passing life as th e
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Sermon
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It is worthy of notice that only one commandment
of the Decahis :houses, lands and
legue related to what man has and owns-to
goods. Nine 'of the Ten Commandments pertained to what a m an is,
and what he does with himself-with
hi s ,brain, his ton gue , and his
will. They concer ned worship and serv ice, the holy name, the rev.
erence of children for their parents , the sacredneses
of human life,
the purity of husband and wife, truth.telling
and a contented spirit.
Only four words of the Ten Commandm ents were devoted to property.
It is often said that the spirituality
of the pr ayer Chri st taught
His disciples to pray is shown in the fact that only one petition of
seven asks for daily 'bread or for material blessin gs. There is a right
proportion in things. God cares for physical lif e a nd provides for it ,
but He cares more for spiritual life.

The high ethical character of the code from Sinai appeared in th e
fact that only one law out of ten treated of property . There were
three hundred words in the Decalogue, and only four of them related
dire ctly to the tenur e and transfer of property . God thus tau ght
that while He cares for th e possessions of man, He cares much more
for the man himself, and that He cares for th e possessions only because they make or mar, help or hinder, the man.
When we read the command, "Thou shalt not steal," we may feel
in cli ned to say, "We may not be absolutely kind, we may not b e
wholly pure in heart, but we are at le ast free from this conte mptible
sin of thie vin g." But will we be so sure that we are honest when we
have heard all? We have found most of God's commandments
comIng n earer home to u s than we thought at first. It may be we shall
find ourselves in poor relation to this one, once we look squarely at
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its meaning.
There may prove to be much truth in the saying of
Hamlet that, "To be honest, as this world goes, is to be one man picked
out of a thousand."
Men may break the law of God against. stealing though they never
rob a bank, nor forge a check, nor break into their neighbor's house;
and it is this wider interpretation
of the commandment
that is our
present concern.
There are many kinds of theft. It was not only against the sneakIng or the murderous thief, but against all who plunder others, even
by means ostensibly legal:
it was against all usurers, cheats, ext.or.
tioners, foul dealers in contracts;
it was against all who by their
deceits, chicaneries, and .swindlings sinned against the rights of th eir
neighbors, that the eighth commandment was directed.
And against
all such Christ and His apostles have closed the gates of the kingdom
of God. Unfit to be citizens of any worthy earthly commonwealtl;l,
how is it possible that, till they have been utterly purged of these
,ile sins, they should be citizens of that heavenly city of which the
builder and maker is God?
It may often be impossible to defend the methods by which many
have come into their possessions-and
no book in the world speaks a
plainer languag e on that matter than does the Bible . All this ap pears simple and obvious enough, and, ,so long as one is cont.en~ to
deal in general principles of that kind, few will disagre e. But it is
the minor premise in the syllogism of morals that .is usually the
most important.
Say "Dishonesty is wrong," and nobody diss ents ;
but go on to lay your finger on individual practices that are dishonest , and immediately you are greeted with a chorus of angry, pro•
testing voices. Yet, diffic ult as it ·may be, it is of little use t o preach
on stealing unless one deals specifically with the various forms of
this sin.

Let us take the world of commerce.
All its sins and shames, in
this age as in every age, have sprung from avarice.
"To what dost
thou not comp el the breasts of men, cursed hunger for goid ?" sang
the Roman poet nineteen hundred years ago. To what abysses of
treachery it can lead men, Rome had a terrible example in h er Punic
war s, when, though her destinies tremb led in the balance, her fradulent contractors 'did not hesitate to make money at the possible cost
of the very existence of their co untr y . "During such a war," says the
hi sto rian of Rome, "s coundrels get rich, while honest citiz ens be come poor." An d the temptation s of the human heart appear to be
the same in al l ages and countries, for we are not free of such practices in America.
Now is th ere any one ·who will stand up and say that American
commerce and trade are spotl ess? That there a re thousand s, we
mi ght say tens of thou sa nds, of honest merchants an d trader s-w e
know. But is there 110ne who is dishon es t? Is there, for inst a nce,
no adulteration?
Yet wh at is adulteration - whether of cloth, or
silk , or sugar, or butt er, or mil k, or bread - but theft? What of for ging
trade-marks;
of spurious imitations; of work v_eneered, and shamefully

FORMS

OF STEALING

13

done· of mere tricks defended as trade customs; of false balances
and deceitful weights, which are an abomination · to the Lord?
Just
how far these things exist we can not say. But so far as they do
exist, even if those who are guilty of them be millionaires, whom all
the world flatters, we must say that in the reality of things, men
guilty of such practices are in God 's sight and in the light of this
commandment
thieves.
Many of these things are winked at by those "in the trade" as
custom . But does dishonestly
become honest because ·t is the
cu st om?
On the other hand, the honest labors of men have saved the lives
of many. An outstanding missionary to Africa says that his life was
on ce saved from a lion because the canvas of his tent was well sewed.
He found akerward that it had been sewed by a girl in Scotland.
That girl sewing canvas tents in ·Scotland little knew that away in
Africa a great man'.s life depended on the character of her stitches.
A further form of stealing is the dishonesty of living beyond one's
means, the creating of obligations which can not be met. This is
the vice of many, who adopt \Standards of living set by someone else.
A friend with larger income or fewer demands does a certain thing,
buys this or ~oes into that,
and some ask, "Shall not we do the
same?"
Then comes the long story of debt and dishonor, and many
times dishonesty that is undeniable.
But it is dishonesty from the
first.
It involves contracts
which one can not meet.
The man who borrows money without the expectation of paying
it back is a thief . The man who buys or borrows in good faith and
refuses to pay when he can pay is a thief. "There was a sophomore
in one of our Universities several years ago who bought a set of books
from a junior who had just finished with them. It so happened that
he bought them on credit.
Near commencement
the year following ,
the student who sold the books, now a senior, asked payment. The
junior, who had now used the books for a whole year and no longer
needed them, gathered them up and flung them at the feet of his
creditor, saying in indignation, 'It makes me mad for a man to dun
me. It used to make my father mad when men dunned him.' What a
hero! No, we say rather, what a contemptible thief!" (Ten Rules For
Living,

p . 125).

There are few sins more prevalent · than that form of dishonesty
which we call gambling.
Betting and gambling are against the whole
spirit of the commandment against stealing. Money is a sacred trust.
It is not our own to use as we like. A man has no more right to bet
and gamble it away than he has to fling it into the sea. Still less
has he the right to encourage a ruinous impulse, which fills our prisons
and blights thousands of careers.
Gambling and betting are vices in
which, but for the saJtction of custom , an honest man would blush
more to gain than to lose. Money so gained, or so lost , represents
nothing but idleness or sin. A man who aims at the highest ideal ·
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should blush to touch any money which he has not honestly earned.
He should be ashamed to build his fortune on sums wrung from the
cupidity, the folly, or the bane of his fellowmen.
Man grows strong and noble by toil in getting thin gs and by
ca re in using things.
The character of each man shows its elf not
merely in his way of earning money,
but in his way of spending
money. Holding property makes or unmakes the man. It is a high
test. It may truly be said that God's fjrst great gospel to man is contained in tllis sentence, not a curse but a blessing, "In the sweat of
thy brow shalt thou eat bread."
To eat it in the sweat of anoth er
man's brow is lo.ss and degredation.
There is untold blessing in
work; it cheers and inspires . Man was made to work. His musc les
are strong for work . His eyes are quick to see, his ears to h ea r,
and his hands to handle, in order that he may be a workin g and not '
an idle being.
'Nork is good for the body. By it the channels of Iife are kept
free and clear,
the blood is purified, the muscles develop ed, the
whole system toned up and made strong. Work is good for the mind.
It makes man think and plan and use his wits . None is so, miserable
in mind as the idle. They are a trial to themselves.
Time hangs
heavy on their hands. They hurry from place to place seekin g recreation. Th e sleep of the laboring man is ,sound and his food t as tes
sweet . He, therefore, who takes the short cut of gambling and wishes
to get things rwithout labor is an enemy to himself and to his fellowcreatures.
He wishes to banish God's blessings from the earth. He
would dwarf humanity to the tramp'.s proportions.
Despite the blessings of work and the curses of dishone sty, _there
are many who gamble. It is one of the oldest forms of sin . A missionary ha s said th at he has never found a native in the South Sea
Islands who is not a confirmed and expert gambler.
The gam blin g
of the Chinese is mentioned in their very oldest books. The ear liest
Egyptian records give hints of it.
I do not khow whether it is more prevalent now than it ha s been
or not, but I know how shamefully we are offending in that re ga rd,
whatever our fathers did. In all grades of society the gambling fever
has spread. Children show th e marbles they h ave won from th eir
playmates, and their fathers compliment th em on their shrewdness.
Groups of small boys gather and throw dice for their pennies, or toss
coins on their bets. Young men risk their wages on the outcome of
a race which i.s itself dishonestly run, or on a ball game or on anything else. Women's card clubs lose 'their zest if prizes and small
bets are not at stake.
Men cannot sit down to a common game of
any sort without betting on the outcome .
Gambling is very prevalent
among the so-ca lled "smart
set," ·
from which no nation need expect much.
lts people are th e outer
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twigs in its life which are dying. Of themselves they are of no value
and need not be reckoned.
But they become a serious menace in that
they suck into their circle lives which need not be ruined.
vVe have come upon bad days if we cannot _get pleasure out of
without introour games or out of events in which · we participate
ducing the elements of gambling. ,If a company of men and women
cannot get together without having to find their enjoyment
in the
possibility of leaving some one else poorer with no return, which is
the essence of gambling, then we had better take .stock of our manhood. That sort of thing weakens our moral fiber.
The length to whic h the gambling fever will drive m en is seen
in the hours preceding President McKinley's death . While he lingered
at death's door, bets of one hundr ed thousand
dollars in one city
were hanging on his living at a certain hour or passing away before
that time. His death was .simply the object of a bet in the minds
of some of our people . Again we see the spirit of gambling at fever
pitch when a certain father placed a bet of several hundred dollars
with a sporting man to cover the life of his little gir l who was lying
in a ho spit al. Nothing is too sacred, onc e the gambling feve r lays
hol d on o ne.
One minister who knew men well, and sa w the power of th e gr ace
of God in their lives as few men did , said h e h ad seen man y a con fir me d drunkard saved , many a libertine purified, many a thief made
hones t, but of all the gamblers he had known, from men high in the ir
dishonest profession to men who were addicted to gambling in :its
petty forms, he could count on his fingers the number that had been
saved .
It seems a peculiarly damning sin . For one thin g it quickly
loose ns one's. moral grip. Th e dru nka rd will not defend drinking;
the robber will not defend robb ery, a.nd the li ar will not defend lying.
But gamb ling finds defence . Attack it and one finds its de votees
standing up for it, thinking at any rate that it is no one else's business. That is the evil of it; it lowers one's moral tdne. It even seems
right to some who practice it. They tal k nonsense about ther e being
an equiva lent for the other man in the chance which he has to get
so met hing from you without leavin g you the better , or about th e fact
that you agree to the chance to lo se when you go into it, and it is
your own affair if yo u lose. The moral impossibility of its being righ t
to take from the other with no return is lost sight of.
Gambling is stealing by consent. It disregards the rights of the
other man. It seeks to get profit for one's self witho ut ·return to the
other man. He is to be left poor er for my advantage . A student
once said, "Well , in any bargain, of course somebody is the poorer."
This young man voiced a very common feeling, but a most erroneous
one. In any fair bargain, both parties are better off. For instance,
you hav e a book and I hav e a dollar. When we exchange, that is because the dollar means more to you than the book do es, so that you
are better off when you have the doll ar ; but the book means mo re t o
me, so th at I am better off when I have it. But gambling disreg ards
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this simple law. Moreover it seeks to gain for one's self without
exertion of any sort. It leaves all the exertion to some one else and
hopes to profit by that exertion. It takes another man's property,
not as a gift, for it is counted won, and not with any recompense
which leaves him the better.
"A man who gambles, whether by play or betting, puts into his
pocket, money for which he has done no honest work, and by the
very act he robs the man from whom he receives, and violates the
law of love. An1ong all the foolish things that the enemies of righteousness have ventured to say, no person has yet been found foolish enough
to write an essay on the bond of brotherhood existing among betting
men, or the .social possibilities of gambling. It is, moreover, a fact
that ought not to pass unnoticed, that the gambling fever Is the cause
of more petty larceny and wholesale fraud than any other form of
sin. There is no more insidious evil sapping away the integrity and
uprightness
of the nations of the earth today than this lust · for po.s·session without toil, which lies at the root of all gambling" (The Ten _
Commandments
by G. C. Morgan, p. 95).
behooves all lovers of God and men, resolutely and without
apology, to thunder the words, "Thou shalt not steal," into the ears
of all gamblers, whether their practices are gilded by the glory of a
court, or tarnished by the vulgarity of a slum. The gambler, whether
he wear the purple, broadcloth, or khaki, is a thief in the sight cf
God, and ought, therefore, to be so in the sight of all honest men.
It

A few years

ago an outstanding
citizen of Pennsylvania
wrote,
"On the front law n of a certain Philadelphia church, as this article
is being written, there are two new automobiles, backed by a huge
.sign urging the passers-by to take a chance on one of the cars. Each
afternoon and evening a young man .sits at the street curb at a table
accepting the money of hundreds of passers.by who are eager to win
an automobile for only ten cents. When an organization
that calls
itself Christian, and claims to honor and follow the Lord Jesus Christ,
spons ors such schemes for raising money, :is it any wonder that the
man on the street or the rank and file of young people fail to see any
harm . in t aking a chance?" (3000 Illustrations
for Christian . Service,
by Walter B. Knight, p. 304).
"But," you may ask, "what can
of all, whatever others about you
scrupulously honest in your regard
ii, -"1,
ny habit of your life that weakens
you can br ea k it.
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we do about .dishonesty?"
First
are, you can be thoroughly and
for the rights of others . If there
your high regard for those rights

Then, you can take a fair and right view of your neighbor's
rights, looking upon them a s you know Christ would have looked

upon them. That will cure us of that selfishness which is the under.
lying fact of all dishonesty.
You can set your regard for manhood
above your regard for things.
But more important than all that: - You can be absolutely honest
with God, and then honesty with others will take care of itself. Have
you been honest with God? Have you come to Him in faith, repented
of your dishonesty, confessed your loyalty to His Son, and been buried
with Him in baptism? These are the divine steps each sinner must
take in coming to God, and if you will honestly and sincerely obey
your Lord today, His peace will abide in your heart.
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It is an old off ender who stands today at the bar of judgment;
one who has been found gu ilty of the foulest wrongs, has blasted
the peace of homes; laid plots against the most uns ta ined character,
and kindled the fires of war; yet though condemned by the voice of
all , he walks in ,open defiance of God or man . This offender is the
tongue. We are again to try these crimes by the supreme law of
Chri st, and listen to His verdict.

"If all men's sins," Mr. Spurgeon once said, "were divid ed into
two bundles, half of them would be sins of the tongue."

Two of the ten commandments dealt with the sins of the tongue,
the third and the ninth. The third forbade the taking of God's name
in vain, and the ninth the taking of a neighbor's name in vain .
What is meant by the comm andment, "Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbor?"
Its first and simpl est meaning is tlle
giving of false evidence in a court of law? The primary purpose of
law courts is to guarantee justi ce between man and man.
Before
justice c~n be done, judge and jury must know the facts . In order
for them to know the facts, there must be reliable witnesses . A false
witness may defeat the ,ends of justice.
He may, by his false testimony, rob his neighbor of his property.
He may rob him of his freedom. He may even rob him of his life.
The courts are tribunals for the , execution of justice.
Justice
based upon truth, and any f~lse testimony borne is a violation
truth and produces a miscarriage ' of justice.
When you stand before any court to bear witness for
any of your fellow citizens, you .are bound to remember that
or the magistrate
is not only invested with the dignity
nation confers, but that he is fulfilling a function which,

is
of

or against
the judge
which the
according

18

SPEAK

THE

SPEAK

TRUTH

There cannot be any doubt as to the scope of this commandment.
determines the rela t ion which we shall hold towards
our fellows in the matter of speech. We are so bound ·in the same
bundle of life that if you bear false witness in my favor because I
am your friend, you are in that very fact bearing walse witness against
society , which is equally your neighbor.
It is one which

But if it seems to us that there is any man who is not our neighbor, in the sense that the word is u sed in this comman dment, we need
to sit at the feet of Jesus, and let Him teach us th at the Samaritan ,
· the outcast , the man farthest away from us; the man who hates. us ,
and who fi ghts against us , and seeks to undo us , as well as our friend
nex t door, is our neighbor.

The intercourse of men with each other is to depend upon the
actual facts of character, conduct, and capability.
The whole social
fabric is based upon testimony that one bears to another , and in
order that that fabric may be established in truth and righteousness,
such testimony is to be true . No man must be helped or harmed by
statements made concerning him, which are not exactly in accordance
with the facts as \far as they are known . Beyond knowledge, therefore, no testimony is to be borne, and in the giving of testimony, no
facts are to be withheld that would alter the decision. ,In order that
men may approximate in their dealings with each other, to the same
law of rectitude which characterizes the divine dealing with them, the
opinions which one man produces in the mind of a second man concerning the character of a third person are to be simple, exact, true .

In these two mistaken accents
'falsehood in any form. Here is a
friend.
He will bear any measure
will not cheat his friend, but must

lie the roots for most defence of
man who will do anything for his
of false witness in his favor . He
always be watched by either his

his ow n immediate

We have seen men flame up indignantly because a man h'ad startfld
a - lie against a fellow club member. In college we have seen stu.
dents to whom it was especially heinous to start a fa lsehood on a
member of. the same fraternity or lit erary society. Of course it was
mildly wrong to do any such thing against any one , bu t it was especially
offensive if the false testimony borne was against a fr at ernity brother
or a fellow club member .

But this commandment against bearing false witness is not to be
It prohibits
restricted
to false testimony given in courts of justice.
slander, calumny, misrepresentation
at any time, under any circum.
stances. It condemns the bearing of false witness against our neigh.
llor, whether in public or in private, in courts of justice or in the
-common intercourse of society. There is no kind of injustice or hurt
that by our words or by our silence we can do to the name, the
'honor, the reputation of another that this commandment does not
,condemn.

There were others 'who accented the last word. "Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbor," but so far as any one else
was concerned the commandment did not apply.
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enemy or a stranger . One can t rui;;t him within
circle but out of that he needs to be watched.

to God's arrangement,
is necessary to the peace and securit y of
society.
Equivocation, falsehood, concealment
of what you are required to tell, is a crime not against men merely but against Him from
whom judges and rulers derive their power. You do not lie unto
men merely but unto God also. The judge is "a minister of God-a
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil, " and when by
false witness you endeavor to turn aside the penalties which he is
commissioned to inflict on the criminal, or to involve the innocent
in undeserved ,condemnation, you are attempting to defeat the ends
of a Divine appointment and to deceive the representative,
not merely
of human laws, but of the Justice of God by which the world is
go ,verned.

The commandment, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbor," has had an interesting history.
Two mistaken accents
have ·been applied to it. There were some who laid stress on the
word "against."
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor," but false witness which was in his favor might be defended. That is, they said, if the false witness which one bears is in
the interests of kindness and charity, then this commandment was not
disobeyed.

THE

The commandment "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor ," manifestly calls for a right relation , a relation of truthfulness between man and man. This principle should guide us in our
thought of it, that it is the duty of every man to establish and
maintain right relations between himself and his fellows, and so far
as he has power between man and man . Anything of communication
which affects adversely that relation is to be avoided.
Whatever
helps it and safeguards it is to be approved.

II
ll

,.,

The commandment against bearing · false witness is prohibitive in
form, but it is affirmative in meaning. By implication it enjoins upon
us the responsibility of bearing true witness for ou neighbor, and of
speaking kindly of him and for him. It sets forth the sacredness of
truth , and it warns that our speech should be seasoned with salt ,
with Christian grace. How refreshing to the souls of men if the words
of Julia of Verona, about her friend Proteus, were true of every one:
His
His
His
His

words are bonds, his oaths are oracles;
love sincere, his thoughts immaculate;
tears pure messengers, sent from his heart;
heart as far from fraud as heaven from earth.
(Quoted

in The Ten Commandments Up-to-Date,
by R. C. Zartman, p. 180;
I. M. Beaver, Pub. , Reading, Pa., 1911)

The bearing of false witness in the East has alwa ys been a frequent .offence, and when the: Lord gave the Mosaic Law to Israel He
made it exceedingly difficult for His people to commi t this sin. For
instance, He enacted that in capital charges the eviden ce of a single
witness should be insufficient to procure a conviction. He said, "One
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witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any
sin . . . at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall the matter be established"
(Deuteronomy
19: 15).
The Law of Moses likewise made the bearing of false witness
difficult by throwing upon the witnesses as much public responsibility
as it could. "Their hands" were to be the first at the place of execution to inflict the dread penalty of the law, and "afterwards
only,
the hands of all the people" (Deuteronomy
17:7).
Witnesses
were
and they were
held responsible
for the effects of their testimony,
required to cast the fir.st stone at the person who wa s condemned by
the words they spoke in court.
The Law of God made perjury difficult by ,punishing the false
witness on the principle of equal retaliation.
The Lord said, "If a
false witness rise up against any man to testify against him that
and
which is wrong . • . the judges shall · make dilgient inquisition:
behold, if the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely
against his brother; Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to
have done unto his brother:
so shalt 'thou put the evil away from
among you" (Deuteronomy
19: 16-19). This ancient law may sound
harsh, but when one thinks of the frightful role in the world's history played by lying informers, and of the absolute necessity of truthfulness in testimony if 'human justice is to be administered,
one cannot help admiring this sincere attempt to root out false witne s s.
Although these penalties
of the Old Testament
are no longer
applicable to us because, as the apostle Paul says, "we are delivered
from the law, that being dead wherein w., were held," yet it is not
right to bear false witness for such is forbidden in the gos pe l of
Christ.
The bearing of false witne .ss is wrong because it hurts its victim.
There is no measuring the pain , the heartache, and the tears that this
sin has caused. One who commits it robs his victim of treasures that
are more priceless than life.
Then the false witness hurts his victim by making it e asi er for '
him to go wrong and harder for him to go right . It has been well said
that if one · gives a dog a bad name, he will justify it. How many
people go wrong because nobody excepts anything better of them!
On the other p.and, there is nothing so bracing a s confidence . Paul
had a way of addressing those to whom he wrote as saints.
After
this, he often had to utter some sharp criticisms. But, by so address .
inging them, he gave them something to live up to. He thus fixed their
gaze upon ·their highest possibilities.
He thus undergirded
th em by
It is far harder to .go wrong, and far easier to go
his confidence.
right, if we know ourselves to be trusted.
Finally, the bearing of false witness often embitt ers those who
would otherwise be friendly, "Do you remember Nick Burr in one of
Ellen Glasgow's stories?
He was a fine, clean , hard-working young
chap. By shere grit and merit he was making his way to the top.
But he was slandered.
The slander was so cunning that it was be-
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lieved, even by the woman that loved him and that he loved. This
inflicted a wound that was never healed.
'They have lied on me,' he
said to her fiercely, 'and you believed it, and I can never forgive
you. And, as for the liar, may God in his just mercy damn him.' It
is awful to be a possessor of a hate like that.
But it is more awful
still to make a kindly man into such a hater" (Ten Rules for Living,
by Clovis Chappel, p. 141).
Then the false witness does something to his hearer.
Scientists
used to argue whether there could be sound where there was no ear
to hear. Certainly there could be no bearing of false witness without a hearer. When the malicious gossip gets to broadcasting, if nobody
tuned in, he would soon go off the air. But some encourage him by
giving him a hearing. Of course some who listen to him would nev er
think of saying the cruel things that he says. But the fact that they
tune in shows their kinship with him.
We should remember that however much the false witness hurts
others, he strikes his deadliest blow at himself . This is the case
because he gets paid in his own coin. Our Lord said, "Judge not, that
ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again" (Matthew 7:1, 2), If we are harsh in our judgments of our
brother, the chances are that he is going to be harsh in this judgments
If your hand is
of us. As a general rule, we get what we give.
against every man, every man's hand is likely to be against you .
Complaining that no man ever has a kind word to say of you, is another way of saying that you never have a kind word to say of another. The Lord said, "With what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again." To bear false witness, therefore, is to wrong
one's self.
The Lord has not forbidden us to judge others, but He has commanded that we judge others as we would be judged . He knew that
so long as men live together they must form opinions of one another.
We have to "size up" men's abilities, dispositions, trustworthiness,
in
connection with the position they fill. We have to estmate their value
as friends. We have to make up our minds how they will feel or think
about this , that or the other matter, in which we have dealings with
them. Life is a const ant series of such judgments, and knowing this
the Lord said, "judge righteous judgment" (John 7: 24).
When Jesus said, "Judge not," He is certanily not forbidding our
reaching some conclusions with regard to the worth or worthlessness
of those with whom we have to do. We cannot help reaching some
decision as to the good or evil, the sincerity or insincerity, of those
a.bout us. This is at once inevitable and necessary. We cannot con.
duct the business of living in a sensible fashion except we decide as
to the good or bad character of those with whom we do business.
Jesus calls for such a decision in the very chapter in which He
warns not to judge.
"Give not that which is holy unto the dogs,
neither cast ye your pearls before swine."
What does the Master
mean by dogs and swine? His words are not to be taken literally.
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speaking of a~tual dogs and swine. He is rather speaking
that are doggish and hoggish in their natures.
But how
obey this precept against casting pearls before swine unless
·
some conclusions as to who is swinish and who it ~ot?

But we must try .to form. a true and just judgment of other people
before we say anythmg agamst them. A witness should be sure of
the facts to which he bears testimony.
In forming our judgment of
~thers we should remember how often our actions have been mismterpreted,
and we ourselves misjudged· how often our most innocent
words have been misunderstood or perv~rted; and we should be careful not to inflict on others the wrong of which we ourselves indignantly complain.
We have no right to strain their words to their
disadva~tage,
nor to catch a~ any unfortunate
expression which may
have shpped from them accidentally,
nor to ascribe their actions t o
the. worst possible motive. If any reasonable
hypothesis will relieve
their conduct from blame they should receive the benefit of it.
We have no right to give our mere inferenc es from what we
know about the conduct of others as though they were facts. We m ay
be unable to understand how some poor woman can afford the dresses
she wears, bu.t we have no right to say that she gets . them dishone stly;
for perhaps she
we ha~e no right even to say that she is extravagant,
has friends who send them to her. We have no right to say that a
man whose name seldon_i appears in a subscription list gives nothing
away; he may prefer private to public charity.
Sometimes it is necessary
to unmask
against wrong-doers for the sake of others
man can doubt that it is his duty and every
ous wolves of their sheep's clothing, and to
all evil-doers. Yet even in the discharge of
to be shown, and no man is to , be unjustly

evil and bear witness
who may be harmed. No
man's duty to strip raventear away disguises from
this duty consideration is
or hastily condemned.

And when circumstances
compel us to form and e~press judgments
about other people, we must · clearly recall that in our limited human
way we are attempting one of God's functions, and we mus t r emind
ourselves how our Father judges.
Christ says, "Be ye merciful even
as your Father is merciful."
The difficulty is that we are all the
while usurping God's place, and passing judgm ents on those whom
we are not called on to justify or condemn . Any unnecessary
expressions of opinion about other people are to be avoided as perilous
infringements
on God 's prerogative.
But it is here that good people are so often very far from good .
Maurice once wrote to his mother: "Of all spirits I believe the spirit
of judging is the worst, and it has had the rule of me I cannot tell
you how dreadfully and how long. ~ooking in other people for the
faults which I had a secret consciousness
were in myself, where I
should have been sure to find them all; this, I find, has more hindered
my progress in love and gentleness and sympathy than all things else.
I never knew what the words 'Judge not that ye be not judged' meant
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be fore; now they seem to me some of the most awful , necessary and
beautiful in the whole word of God" (The Ten Commandments, by H. S.
Coffin, p. 192).
That which is forbidden, then , by this command is not righteous
judging , but faultfinding, the habit of seeking for the worst in our
fellows instead of for the best. Such a course is forbidden because
it leads inevitably to bearing false witness . This is true because the
man that seeks for the worst will find it . This holds in every depart ment of life. If we seek for the worst in the world of business we
shall find it. If we seek for the worst in the chureh, we shall find it.
If we seek for the worst in a neighbor, we shall find it. And , just in
proportion as we find the worst and fix our gaze upon it, in that
same proportion shall we fail to find the best.
Our report of our
neighbor, th erefore, may not be a true witness, but a false one.
It is the critical attitude which causes us to bear false witness
against our neighbor, and we can overcome this attitude if we realize
how ill-fitted we are for assuming the role of a judge. That is a posit ion for which God, and God alone , is adequate . How often we are ·
mistaken, even when we are sure that we know the facts!
How often
our knowledge is pitifully partial!
Even when we know the facts ,
how impossible it is to ,weigh all the motives that lie behind them .
How many times, after jud ging h arshly, have we said , "If I had only
k nown, I should never have been so h ea rtless and cru el!"

Then, we can cure the critical spirit by obeying our Lord's admoni tion to cast the beam out of our own eye • before trying to cast the
mote out of our brother's eye. In other words, Jesus was saying, be
strict with yourself and you will ' be l enient in your judgment of
o th ers. Most critical persor;ts are hypocritical;
they overrate them selves and underrate others . There is a deceptive modesty that takes
t he form of running ourselves down in our talk with other.s in order
to ha ve them exalt us in reply, and tickle our vanity.
All talk about
our own merit or demerit, save to God, is probably to be avoided;
but that does not mean that we are not to take ourselves in hand
a nd give ourselves a rigid and searching scrutiny.
"Why considerest
not thou the beam that is in thine own eye?" said Jesus. It i.s to be
ca refully scanned, hated, cast out, however painful the operation of
removal may be. Severity with self is one of the safegu ards against
be aring false witness.
But the best cure for the critical spirit is a very large dose of
love. We have to discriminate
or we have no taste, but it must be
love's discrimination.
The constant use of love in our estimates of
others will actually alter us, deepen ou·r natures, broaden our sympathies, feed us with divine impulses, and develop in us godlike
characters that cannot be . condemned.
"With what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again," because the measure we use becomes our capacity, and God is always giving us just as much as we
can contain . To be generous in our estimates of others is to enlarge
our own natures to receive the generosity of God; to forgive is to
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have room for the inflow of His forgiveness, to judge with His love
is to be capable of taking in His fulness and becoming like Him who
can not be harshly judged .

the ch urch, to be little and unknown may be a part of that divine
purpose, which ever moves toward glorious perfection, and to be poor
may be a part of the condition of being rich toward God.

Friend, do you ever speak unkindly of others?
Do you ever indulge at home in moros e, or surly, or peevish exp r ess ions? Do you
ever allow yourself to fall into a critical mood, speaking disparagingly
of others, pointing out their faults , making them the butt of your
ridicule, and sarcasm, and wit? When a fair and honored name is
clouded, do you ever join in the popular hue and cr y-"Guilty!
Guilty!"
Do you ever tell men who desire to obey the Lord that they do not
have to believe in Him, or repent of their sins, or be immersed in
water that they may be forgiven of their trespasses?
If so, you ma:ir.
have to answer at the judgment for bearing false witness against
_your f.ellowinan, and yo ur God!

To all such men the only thing to be feared is sin, and a rep•tation unsmirched by evil is a most precious possession.
Someone has
said that "in the last analysis it really matters little what others
may think of a man. To be right with God depends upon character,
and character
is not affected by reputation.
Character is the engra ving upon the being of a man, of the true facts conc ernin g himself. Reputation is the estimate which others form of him." While
this is true, it is not all the truth. Character is what we .are, and reputation is what people think we are, and what people thmk of us may
not af fect our characte r, but it does affect our chances of influencing
oth ers. Reputation enhances or diminishes our opportunity
of leading our friends to Christ .
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One of the most common and contemptible ways of bearing false
witness against our nei ghbor is by speaking evil of him with malicious
int ent . This is called slander. Anything which we speak for the purpose of injuring the reputation of another is slander.
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This offense covers a wide region of human speech and it has
man y degrees. I defame my neighbor , for example, if I repeat any
thin a to his discredit whi ch is not str ictly true, or which I do not
kn o; to be strictly true. I also defame my neighbor if I relate anything to his discredit which is true, but which it is no busin es s of
mine to relate , or which, being told , ca n se rve no good purpose. I
fu rthe r slander my neighbor, if, when I am called upon to bear true
· testimony against him, I make the worst of it, or dwell on it with
malicio us pleasure . Noth in g can be more certain than tha t every
one of these acts constit utes an inj ur y again st my neighbor, and yet,
judged by this sta nd ard, who of u s does not injur e his neighbor continually?
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Every man born into this world p.as a rig,ht to rank where he
belongs, and to be known for what he is worth. Most men in the long
run do become known for what they are worth, and rank where they
belong. They find their true level. Cromwell said, "Paint me as I am."
It is only fair that men should be painted as they are, and known for
what they are worth. It is not fair that they should be painted better
than th ey are, and known for more than their worth , nor that they
should be painted worse than they are, and known for less than ·
the ir worth.
Because man has a right to be known for what he is worth, and
to rank where he belongs, the Lord says, "Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbor."
To bear false witness against a neighbor is to rank him where he does not belong, to value him below his
real worth, and thus to rob him of a portion of that weight and import ance which he should have among his fellowmen.
It is a crim e to
remov e landmar ks, or to meddle in any way with a nei ghbor's
property; but it is a more serio us crime to remove moral landmarks,
or to meddle in any way with a neighbor's good name, character, or
reputation.
Such a hurt is "past all surgery."

A good reputation i.s of great value to those who desire , .to dwell
in the kingdom of God. Those in the kingdom have seen the true
nature of things, and have dis cov er ed that the only shame that can
ever come to man is the shame of sin. l\t,en of the world are
ashamed of what they speak of as failure, or poverty.
To be little
and unknown, or to be poor , fills the h ea rt of th e average man of the ·
world with terror and foreboding. But . ~ w.<i•; in • the- Lo r d's kingdom,

\I)

Th is use of falsehood to wound and injure ot hers has its r oots in
the most venomous element of human life. It allies man, as Sripture tells us, to the serpen t and the devil. The tongue of the slanderer
In speaking of
is like the forked flickering ton gue of the viper.
slanderers th e Bib le says, "Add ers' poison is und er their lip.s." " Th eir
wine," ,says God's word, "is the pois on of dragons and th e cru el
venom of asps." "Ye are of your fa t her the devil," said ··christ to the
slanderous Pharisees, "for he is a liar and the father of it" (John 8:44).
Satan himself is the prince of slandere r s. The very me an in g of the
Gr eek wor;d which is translated
"dev il" is "false accuser, slanderer."
Slander is the devil's lan guag e, thou gh it has be en so re adily and
perf ectly mastered by m en. It is a univ ers al language.
Millions delight in it ; thousands live by it, revel in it, build their rep uta tion upon
it, a nd r ely on it as a poisonous spice which they think gives sparkle
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to their conversation and their writings.
And for this mean pr ice
they sell whatever shred of nobleness can still be left in souls gi ven
up to envy, hatred, and lies.

One can refute the slander and track it back to the source from
which it came, but he cannot undo the evil it has wrought nor measure
t h at which it may yet do in the world.

We do not spe a k with much hope of stemming the muddy w aves
of slander which, -like the tides on the Gulf coast, are "always sh al low, yet always just hi gh enough to drown ." But we wish that w e
. could show to all Christians whom these words reach how absolutel y
un-Christian and anti-Christi an is every form of this sin of fals e wit ness against our neighbor; how it is a sin of hell, and turns ear th
into a hell, and drowns ever y soul which delights therein in destru ct io n
and perdition .

Words may be deadlier than knife or poison, yet we can seldom
seiz e them. It is plain to any one familiar with courts of justice that
a ca se of libel must be of the grossest sort to come within their reach.
If a man defame another
before witnesses, or in some printed or
writt en form, the slandered may get action in court. But the remedy
may be worse than the disease . For in most cases the very publicity
of trial is a keen torture , and even the acquittal of the court may
leave a stain of suspicion on the character.
Many men will often
rather bear slander than prosecute it in a day when some n ewspapers
an d police reporters have all but replaced the Inquisition of old.

One of the evils of a spirit of scandal-mongering
is that it cor rupts the mind of the nation , fills it with garbage and suspici on , u nfits it for lofty aims and generous estimates of men. The prevalen ce
of this vice has been the invariable sign of a corrupt and de cade nt
nation. A nation which delights in backbiters becomes of necessity a
degenerate
and miserable nation.
A race of tatt1';irs , eager to lear n
about every one else's life, is sluggish in the correction of its own .
We becom e base if we take an interest in base things.
He who bears false . witness against his neighbor commits a cri m e
E,very man is linked to ever y
ag a in st so ciety and against humanity.
other man, and by just so much as we lower single men, take from
them their real worth, and rank them where they do not belon ~, we
lower society and rob humanity of a portion of that virtue and hon or
whi ch belongs to the race . When the water supply of a town or cit y
is corrupted, no one can tell where the evil will stop, or into ho w
many homes sickness and death may enter before its force is spent.
A man who should put small -pox germs into the town reservoir would
be deemed a wretch deserving no mercy; but he who puts false witn ess
ag ainst his neighbor into circulation and gives it currency among hi s
fellowmen defiles not the sources of physical life, but the sources of
moral and spiritual life. He makes it harder for every true man to
be true, and every pure man to be pure. He helps evil men to b e
evil and sets on fire the course of nature.
No man can tell where the moral evil will stop , or into how man y
homes the corroding influence may enter before its fatal for ce is
spent. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. It is vain to say that
false witness has no power. Every scandal has its day, and for that
day it is mighty. It is hard to stand against slander.
When a fire is started in _the heart of a great city, it burns wit h
resistless fury until all within reach has been consumed, and it must
be fought with desperate heroism before it can be arrested.
When a
social fire is kindled by some false and foul word which ignites huma n
hearts like a spark, it rages in the community and affects the whole
tone of society. Behold, how a great forest is kindled by so small a
fire! Slander smoulders on and bursts out afresh when least suspected.

Slander is listed by some as one of the four cardinal sin s, and
is called the "third tongue" because "it slays three persons - the
speaker, the spoken. to, and the spoken-of."
The most bare and unblushing form of sin is that of slander, the
li e invented and distributed
with malicious intention.
Perh aps no
form of injury done by man to man is more despicable than this. The
person who makes use of it is one compared with whom the highw ayman is a gentleman , and the assassin almost kind. The highwayman robs of material things that have been gained, and may be replaced. The assassin ends the life by swift or sudden 11troke, often
with little pain; but the slanderer who invents a lie, and uses it, forms
a . weapon which takes away a reputation
and all the chances are
causes untold
against its eTer being regained, and thus oftentimes
and prolonged suffering to the innocent, while, in the majority of cases,
he himself goes undiscovered . and unpunished.
He that breaks the command against bearing false witness is a
thief, a coward, and a liar-a liar, because false witness is the opposite
of truth; a coward, because a lie once started on its way, is never
finally overtaken, and he who thus aims at the heart of his fellowman
gives him no chance of correction; a thief, for as Shakespeare
says:
Who steals my purse steals trash:

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

But he that filches from me my good name
Robs me of that which not enriches him
And makes me poor indeed.
To utter a slander is even more criminal, morally .speaking, than
to forge a note, or to counterfeit a coin; for the note and the coin
one can catch and destroy, but the lie one can never overtake.
The
poison of it is already absorbed by the hearts of ., men. As Will Carleton writes in the "First Settler's Story:"
Boys flying kites haul in their white-winged birds,
You can't do that when you're flying words.
'Careful with fire,' is good advice, we know:
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'Careful with words,' is ten times doubly so.
Thoughts unexpressed may sometim es fall back dead;
But God himself can't kill them when they're said!
(Quoted by R. C. Zartman in
The Comm•ndments Up-To-Date, p. 161)

No wonder, then, that the Bible takes up this question of our talk
about one another time and again in the most specific and definite
ways. The Psalmist asks the question, Who shall dwell with God?
and answers among other things, "He that slandereth not with his
tongue" (Psalms 15) . Slander, in the New Testament, goes by t he
suggestive word, "back-biting."
It means to say about others what
one dares not say to them. Diogenes, upon being asked what venomous
creature bit the sore st, r eplies, "Of wildbe asts the back-bit er , of
t ame the flatterer."
But another phase of false witness against which the J3ible warns
is connected with controversy. It seems to be next to impossible to
disagree with others and do justice to them. The mere fact that they
differ from us argues to our conceit that there must be something
wrong either with their brains or their consciences, or with both. It
is very r are that a serious difference of opinion does not bring with
it per sonal depreciation. Think of those whose views we do not like,
and how many of them do we honestly admire? And particularly when
our own rea soning is not very stron g, we find ourselves tempt ed t o
disparage our opponents.
Richard Hooker, who in the midst of a contentious age won for
himself the adjective, "the judicious Hooker," in replying to one of
his disputants says: "Your next argument consists of railing and of
I say what
reason; to your railing I say nothing; to your reasons
follows." And on another occasion he made the statement:
"There
will com e a time when three words uttered with charity and meek·
ness sh all receive a more blessed reward than three thousand volumes written with disdainful sharpness to wit," (The Ten Commandments by H. S. Coffin, p. 186).
How .seldom one · picks up a pamphlet or a newspaper article combating opinions which does not abuse those who hold them! Sometimes the abuse is clever; it makes the adversary appe ar ridiculous,
but it is not just; it is false witness.
·
Th ere must be contro ve rsie s ; it is only through the friction of
int ellects that we light the torch of truth.
Occa sions occu r when
we have to contend with all our mental might for our convictions.
But at such times we need to say to emrselves most emphatically:
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor."
We are
bidden to speak the truth in love, a nd if we cannot speak it in love,
we should keep silent.
We have inherited this
and indeed it is the chief
Cyril could not refute the
his moral character. And

art of re ligious slander from early times,
hindr a nce to a knowledge of the truth.
error of Nes toriu s without blackening
many pr eachers of our day flin g about
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their firebrands with strange recklessnes s. Poor vilifiers of the gospel th,ey claim to defend! Can they never learn that Christian truth
by argument
and sound learning
and court eous
is best served
speech? What a treatise on Christian charity and ethics could be
written, if we gathered from all the volumes of religious jeurnals
the examples of this false spirit! Who can doubt that it has harmed the cause of Christ more than all open assaults from Celsus to
Strauss?
In our effort to counteract and refute religious error, let us always maintain the spirit of Christ, or we shall be as guilty as the
men who embraced the false · teaching. In speaking of narrow and
mean-spirited partisans who are more contentious th an loyal to their
convictions, G. Campbell Morg an says, "Is it not more than likely
that their very opposition to false men and doctrine partook of the nature of lack of love? I would speak very cautiou sly at this point ,
for the Lord commended these things , and they were right, but I
am quite sure that there may be right things done in a wrong spirit.
I seldom find men strenuously
fighting what they are pleased to
call heterodox teaching, and in bitter
language denouncing false
doctrine, without being more afraid for the men denouncing than for
tµe men denounced . There is an anger against impurity which is impure. There is a zeal for orthodoxy ,which i.s most unorthodox. Ther e
is a spirit that contends for faith whi ch is i». conflict with faith .
It men have lost thei r first love, they will do more harm than good
by their defence of the faith. Behind the denunciation of sin th er e
must always be the tenderness of first love if that denunciation is
not to become evil in its bitterness. Behind the zeal for truth, there
must always be the spaciousness of first love if that zeal is not to
become narrowed into hate . There have been men who have become
so self-centered in a narrowness that they are pleased to designate
as holdin g the truth, that. the very prin ciple for which they contend has been excluded from their lif e and ser vice." (A First Century
Message to Twentieth Century Christians, pp. 46, 47).
The truest touchstone of our own character
is our judgment of
in honesty, and is slow
other .s . An honest miad loves to believe
even to admit its own doubts. A base mind must see something base
in the highest virtue. "He casteth out devils through the prince of
the devils," was to the Pharisee a judgment that showed his own
keen insight. Every virtue may be thus caricatured by t he s elfish
critic; a generou s man may be called a prodig al, and a fru gal man
a nig gard; a hero fool-hardy , and a discreet
person a coward; a
devout Christian a Pharisee,
and a noble enthusiast a fanatic. No
styl e of so-called reputable slander ensures so ready a success at so
easy cost. Is a man valiant for the truth against some party shibboleth? Sa.y that he wants notoriety. Is one raised to .some post of
honor above our own? Hint that he has an eye to the income of it.
Has a benevolent he art done a great deed of charity? Sneer at it as
a display or an addled folly.
But here let us say a few words about the responsibility of journalism. Were we asked what WE1thought is the most influential factor
in our Ameri can life, we would unhesitatingly
answer the printing
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press. You may say that the mother is more influential,
but the
mother dies. You may say that the school is more influential, but
the school is only for our younger days. You may say that the
church is more influential, but, alas! the church reaches only a part
of the community. But the printed page is constantly before us in
one form or another.
We believe that preaching the gospel is most important, but we
must admit that there is a preacher who exercises a vaster infhtence
than the preacher in the pulpit; it is the preacher, in the pressroom.
For the journal comes to its readers not only as a news-teller; it also
comes .as an oracle . For the moment one sees a statement in a paper,
or a ma gaz ine, it somehow· takes on a dignity and importance which
it might never have posse .ssed had he only heard it from the lips.
The very fact that it may be anonymous gives it a sort of shadowy
majesty.
Religious and secular journalism
not only reflects public sentiment; it also largely shapes it. It makes a man or it unmakes him
by the motiv .es which it assigns to him. It often outlines the plans
of individuals, and the policy of a naUon.
Edmund Burke once said, "There are three Estates in Parlia.
ment: but, in the Reporters' Gallery yonder,
there sits a Fourth
Estate more important than the other three!" (The Ten Commandments by G. D. Boardman, P. 296). What Augustus was to Rome, or
Peter to Russia, or Napoleon to France, that the Newspaper is to
America; it is America's dictator.
Thank God, many are the editors
who are true to their great ·
vocation. They are brave to denounce wrong-doing in conspicuous
places; swift to reco gnize merit in public life; ready to defend the
oppress ed and to set right the misunderstood;
strong to cheer those
who ar e burdened with great r esp onsibilities;
wise to guide the perplexed; and sk illful in building up society. But we cannot say this
for all editors. We beli eve there is too much of catering to morbid tastes; too much intrusion
into the privacy of home life; too
much indulgence in personalities;
too much publication
of mere
rumors; too much detailed accounts
of crimes and brutalities
and
scandals: in brief, too much news that is not news, or which, if it
were news , had better never have become news.
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the moral degeneracy
which stimulates
his own dis eased appetite.
If you must have a scandal sheet, label it at the top with the caution,
"Beware of deadly poison."
We shall have to give account not only of the deeds done in
the body, but of the words which we have spoken, and which are
often more significant than actions. Words spoken or written carelessly;, in heat of temper, in envy, jealously, and malice, - we shall
some clay know what hopes they have blighted, what evil passions
they have provoked, to what sin and to what enduring miser y they
have given the occcasion. Life and death are in the power of the
tongue. By our words we wound as with a sword, not the bodies
but the spiritual nature of men; by our words we may bind up the
broken-hearted,
and soothe, and quiet, and charm the bitt er est ag ony
of the soul.
And by our words we can expres .s our faith in Chri st , announce
our determination to give up sin, proclaim our readiness to be buried
with the Lord in baptism, and the·rea .fter sing His praises until death
shall call us home.
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To some the command , " Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbor," i.s a rasping rul e that seems downright in sultin g. It
t ends to point an accusing fing er at us and to shake its fist in our
faces . This is especially true when we iI'eali ze that it is speaking
directly to ourselves.
For instan ce, were I to go up to yo u, grip you
by the arm, look you squarely in the eye , and say, " Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbor, " you would resent it.

"Ah," the journ alist may say, "the pe ople demand this kind of
reading." What you say is too true, but it is your glorious vo ca tion
to le ad the peop le, not to follow th em ; to lift them up , not to kneel
to them. If you nr.ust have a scandal sheet label it at the top with
th e caution: "Beware of deadly poison." And we believe that what
we have said to the secular press can be said to the r eligio us press,
too.

But there . are circumstances
that could take all the harshness
out of !this rasping rule and give it a touch of real tenderness . Suppose
that you happen to be the victim rather than the offender.
Suppose
you are bein g tortured by venom -tongued talebearers
th at are m aking
life miserable, then what?
If, knowing all this, I should go to you,
run my arm through yours, and say, "I am sorry for what you are
suffering.
Your neighbor has no right to bear false witness against
you ," your attitude would be entirely different. Under these circum.
,stances, this rule would become as kindly and comforting as the protecting arms of a mother to a tired and frightened child. (See Ten
Rules For Living, by Clovis Chappell, p. 132) .

When any one feels a fascination
in cruel words, hat eful injustic e, slashing articles, acrid satire,
pitiless sarcas m, he is encouraging the most · viperous part of his nature, an d pandering to

An experience
like this should be good for each of us for it
should make us conscious of the need to control our tongues. We
should realize that idle words are deadly missiles.
They are moral ·
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bacteria, and Jesus says, "Every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment" (Matthew 12:36 ) .
Hence, we need a liberal measure of self-control.
There is a divine force in .silence. He who can not speak we ll
need not usually speak ill, and would be wise generally not to speak
at all. The Lord says, "Be swift to hear and slow to speak." Golden
silence is better than silver speech. Even the truth is not to be spoken
at all times, and how much less that which may or may not be true.
Great caution is needed, and he who does not speak at all against
his neighbor will certainly not be guilty of bearing false witness.
Self-control is always noble, but is especially so when it is exercised for others. It is not a virtue to speak whatever comes into the
mind. Many things are crude and cruel, al'ld should be held back.
True strength is found in the man who can restrain his tongue .
There is power in reserve. He who gives fre .e vent to the thoughts
of his heart will lose control of himself. At least he can keep nothing
to himself. The Psalmist saw that he must restrain his tongue, and
he said, "I was dumb with silence, I held my peace ." Repression is
always painful, but nevertheless David :said, "I will take heed to my
ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a
bridle, while the wicked is before me" (Psalms 39: 1). Hence we say
that in order to avoid the guilt of bearing false witness against our
neighbors, we must have self-control.
We can control our tongues by overcoming our fondness for mere
personal talk. Tattle-tale is first cousin to lies. And if twe find that
with the most honest intentions we are continually making statements
about other men which prove to be false, we should leave off talking
about other men altogether, or, at least, we should take car .e to say
nothing to their disadvantage.
as
the
to,
by

talkativeness,
or,
We should overcome the habit of unrestrained
one scholar puts it, "the disposition to be talking abstracted from
consideration of what is to be said, with very little or no regard
or thought of, doing either good or harm." (The Ten Commandments,
George Jackson, p, 172).

By these remarks we do not mean to depreciate the art of conversation. There is nothing more delightful, or more truly educational,
than .what Johnson calls "good talk," and the conversational
art is
certainly one in which we in this country are far from being pro.
ficient. Nevertheless,
as the Bible says, "In the multitude of words
there wanteth not sin." The loquacious tongue needs to be ·bridled.
Great talkers who enjoy the exercise of their gift are always on th e
verge of saying more than they know, and, as the apostle Paul says
about tattlers and busybodies, . of speaking things which they ought
not. Mr. Talkative may _not .be an altogether bad fellow, but he is
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a son of Saywell, ,~ho dwells in Prating Row, and he is related both
by bl~od and marriage to many questionable characters;
and if we
are wise we shall not cultivate too close an acquaintance with him.
We can learn to control the tongue by realizing the awful force
of words, and our responsibility for them. We should all perhaps
feel a sense of deeper responsibility if we bore in mind our Lord's
warning, "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be con~emned" (_M~tthew 12:37). And just as we instinctively
lower our voice and hmit our words when we are in the presence
of one ~hose wisdom or whose greatness awes us, so let us, realizing
at all times the presence of Christ, not only act, but speak, as those
who shall one day give account.
There are two kinds of false witness; first, that which is merely
of chance, and, second, that which is of choice. He who sa ys the
false and bad things about his neighbor because he does not take
need_ed time an~ pains to find out and say the true thing, is guilty of
bearmg false witness.
Those careless, ignoraHt, witless people, who
go t::iJking up and down the world, to.ssing words right and left, know
not what they do. They are like children playing with power tools.
They neither know nor think anything about the deathless power
and long vitality of words; and how they slumber on for months or
years, ·and then wake to work harm and mischief in the world long
after the man who spoke them is gone.
The arrow fired at a venture may do more harm in the world
than a shaft deliberately aimed, and the word spoken at random may
prove more deadly and fly through the ear on a more hateful m'sslon
than one used with wicked and wilful purpose.
The slimy trail of tlae slanderer, the tale-bearer, the backbiter, is
everywhere. Chattering, gossiping, busybodies are the devil's best
aIJies. One in a church can make a minister's best work fruitless, and
do more mischief than twelve month's preaching can undo. Where
they come nothing is sacred, and nothi ng is safe. They poison the
wine of friendship. They mingle wormwood and gall in the cup of the
saintliest.
They rob life of its choicest treasures, its trust, its confi.
dence, its joy, and in their stead they bring in suspicion and worry
and heartache. The tongue of a busyl9ody is like the tails of Sam.son's
foxes; it carries fire-brands, and is enough to set the whole field of
the world in a flame .
In His terrific arraignment
of tlrn tongue, the Lord says, "The
tongue is a fire." By this He is seeking to tell what a power for evil
the tongue may become. Fire may be a most destructive
element
but it is not necessarily an evil. It is an evil only when it gets out 0 ;
control. Otherwise it is a great good. It is such a great good that
t he ancients reckoned it , as having been stolen from heaven. HGW
comforting it is upon the hearthstone of home! How powerful it is!
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If all fires were to go out tonight,

the machinery of the world would
may be that kind of fire. It may heal, and help, and

stop. My tongue
comfort.
A word, whispered in secret, is heard on the housetop.s; old friends
are severed, a neighborhood
convulsed, and the church divided. Is
there, I pray you, a creature more contemptible than this, who fatten s
on the griefs of others, and passes day and night in such petty
larceny? Gossip is .sinful, and if it be engaged in without evil motive,
it is often the worse, because it goes for harmless conversation. And
what does the Lord teach us about gossip? It is that for every idle
word God shall bring us into judgment; not as some foolish expositors
have render ed the warning, each word of harmless mirth, but the idle
words that leave a sting behind them, the idle words that fall from
our ·reckless lips, and hurt our neighbors, the words of prying curiosity, of selfish suspicion, of .slimy defamation.
How few think of
this! We know the power of strychnine or arsenic but not of a word!
What have not the best of us said in a moment of thoughtlessness
which we would give a fortune to recall, but it has been too late
even for regrets or excuses; and what scars , too , we still bear of
wounds given by unthinking hands, which have made our whole life
unhappy!
Words are not pulsations of the air . Words are thing s.
And how fearful is the thought, that in that day when the secrets of
the heart are revealed, so many blasted characters , -so many ~ortured
souls may ,stand up as witnesses of the wrong we have done, and the
wanton whisper breathed in secret comes back in echoes of thunder
to pronounce us guilty of death!
It is the sin of us all. vVe all talk
too much!
Never in the history of the world was false witness as dangerous
and as far-reaching as it is today . In former ages a lie was local and
could not get far from its serpentine
home, but tod ay by m ea ns of
the telephone, radio and newspaper
a lie can be circulated
to the
-ends of the earth . Today falsehood has a worldwide opportunity.
This gift of God has in it alike the capacity of use or of abuse.
The same genius that molds it into the music of heaven, can debase
it to the dialect of hell. Think what a weapon, keener than a Damascus
blade, the tongue becomes in one who knows how to use it judiciously!
But many of us, we regret to say, h ave little conception of the responsibility
God has lodged in such a gift.
We refrain from bearing false witness if we have sympathy for
others. Sympathy is the key that unlocks every human heart. He who
is without sympathy cannot .speak the truth of his neighbor, for he
cannot even know the truth. To know him we must love , him. Love
is one quality in the universe which cannot be blinded. Instead of
saying that love is blind , we should say that love only can see.
Someone has said, "Nothing but love can read the letters, nothing
but sympathy catch the .soul; there is no pure passion that can be
understood except by pureness of heart; the foul or blunt feeling will
see itself in everything and set down blasphemies;
it will see Beelzebub in the casting out of devils; it will find its god of flies in every
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alabaster box of pr ecio us ointment
But sympathy and love will
f~nd it~ own image everywhere , w"ili · se~ good in everything. It will
he lovmgly over all the faults and rough places of the human heart
as the ~now from heaven does, over the hard and black and broke~
mountam rocks, following their forms truly, and yet catching light
for t~em to ma~e t~em fair, so that must be a steep and unkindly
crag mdeed which 1t cannot cover" (Quoted in The Ten Laws by
Edward B. Mason , p . 170).
'
. Whe~, therefore,
neighbor s place, and
far less danger of this
does so much harm in

each man h as learne d to put him se lf in his
to see things as he sees them , there will be
chance, rand om, haphaz ard false witness which
the world .

Whether in Chur~h or State, or in ordinary society, let us avoid
as
all .fal~e. charges agamst one another. Nothing is so uncharitable
preJud1c1al statements.
"Prejudice
is the jaundice of the soul which
represents
men and their actions in the color which their own
disease puts upon them.
H ence all those lying rumors which one
party invents to beat down the oth er. One party reports the other
to be all profane and crooked; and the other r eto rts its opposite
to be all 1hypocritical ; and both suff er from each other's envenom Ed
tongues, and between both truth suffers a nd love perishes . For sham e,
oh Christians!
Is this the way to promote God's cause or Christ's
kingdom?
Doth He or Christ stand in need of your lies? Will ye
speak wickedly for God, or talk dece itfully for him" (Quoted with
minor variation from The Voice From Sinai, by Farrar , p . 272). Our
Lord said, "All the law is fulfilled in on e word, even in this, Thou
shalt love thy nei ghbor as thy se lf : but if ye bite and devou' r one an"
another, take hee d that ye be not co nsum ed one of another."
Are we not afraid of tormenting
by our words our brother
whom Christ died?
Of lying in watch for the peccadilloes
of
brethren
and then enhancing and balzoning their guilt? Does
sense of their own demerits never rest lik e lead on the souls
slanderers?
Then why do they lay burd ens so mu ch hea vier on
already burdened souls of their brethren ? H ave they uev er read
cry of the poet-

for
our
the
of
the
the

'Tis not the babbling of a n idle world
Where praise and censure are at random hurled
That can the meanest of my thoughts control,
Or shake one settled purpose of my soul.
Free and at large mi ght their wild curses roam ,
If all, alas! if all were well at h ome.
(Published

in The Voice .From Sinai,
by Farrar, p . 271; 1892)
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Many a man has gone through the world, pierced with the rankling arrows of defamers who were not worthy to tie his shoes. Is not
the world miserable enough already, without clouds of hum a n flies to
fret its galled and bl eedi ng wounds?
Humility would do much to save us from bearing false witness.
We .should be less cruel to others if we were more hon est with ourselves. If we considered more the beam in our own eye, we should not
so savagely denounce the mote in your brother's eye.
One of our greatest safeguards against false witness is an esteem
for the truth above all things, and a hatred of hypocrisy. It is tragic
to be called Christian and be none, to affect devotion and not feel it;
to hail Christ for Master, yet not serve Him; to carry hypocrisy
into the Lord's house and say prayers for a pretence, and to strut before the eyes of Heaven a shame son of God. Is not this, like the
sin which Peter branded, "a lie not unto m en bnt unto God?" Let
us search and try our he a rts , to see if there be d 9ceit there before
the face of Him whose eyes are like a flame of fire . Christ is the
truth within whose presence, when He shall come in flame to try
all men, lies cannot live. Absolute truth, a bsolute reality , alone shall
live in that day. If to bear false witness against my neighbor is a sin,
what must it be to bear false witness of myself before my God , and lie
in the most awful and sacred of all things , my deepest inm ost r eligious
life? God grant us every one a spirit of "truth in our inw ar d parts."
Friends, love i.s the one sovereign remedy and antidote for this
henious transgression
of injuring our neighbors with false tongues .
If you would see lying in all its leprous ugliness, contrast it with the
beauty , the heavenly luster of love as the apo<;tle Paul depicts it in
his letter to the Corinthians. Look on that pictu;e -s o soft so radiant,
so angelically winnin g, so bathed in the airs of Heaven, so full of enchanting colors; and then look at this picture of sla nder, so foul and
noisome, so weltering with the venom of every base passion; so lurid
with the light of hell, which speaks and can speak no language but
that of the devil, whose very name means the slanderer.
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when it is spoken. And then be very sure that the peace of God
shall reign in your hearts, and "the path to Heaven shall lie through
Heaven, and all the way to Heaven be Heaven."
Remember that the greatest lov e of all is for God and His word.
The apo.stle John says, "For this is th e love of God, that we keep
his commandments:
and his commandments
are not grievous" (I John
5: 3). He commands us all to beli eve in His Son, repent of our iniquities, confess the Savior's name befor e men, and be immersed for the
forgiveness of our sins. A love which will gladly keep the.se divine
appointments
is the love of God which will save our souls. A love
which says these commandments
are grievous is misnamed,
and is
no love at all.
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Consider these two pictures , and lest you sink into the habit of
bearing false witness I beseech you to "Put on therefore,
as God's
elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness,
meekness , longsuffe r ing; fo rbea ring one a noth er , and forgiving each
other, if any man have a complaint against any; even as the Lord
forgave yo u , so a lso do ye: and above all these things put on love,
which is the bond of perfectness"
(Colossians 3:12-14). Read as
littl e evil as you can; disbelieve it all till proved; and even if it be
proved, do not repe at it. Your love shall cover the multitude of sins.
At a ll costs and whatever happens to you , lay aside all malic ,
guile, hypocri.sies, and all evil-speaking.
Entrust your own cause to
God, as Christ did. Being reviled , bless;
being defa med, forgive.
Neither spea k malevolently
of oth ers, nor li sten to such malevol ence
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